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We strive to be the leading funding partner for 
researchers in Flanders

Private foundation serving the public interest, 
recognized by the Flemish government as an external 
autonomous agency 

Annual budget of approx. €500M (~90% from FL gov.)

Supporting fundamental and strategic basic research

Actively involved in the European and International 
Research Area

FWO –  Who  we are



World - Class Universities:

Leading (Strategic) Research Centres :

Ghent

Brussels

Antwerp

Leuven
Hasselt

Research in Flanders



FWO supports international mobility : travel grants , mobility  projects  etc.

In research projects, part of the budget (10-20%) can be allocated to non -FL partners .

“money follows collaboration” principle

FWO participates  in the WEAVE programme to fund bi - or trilateral  research projects  within  
Europe and organises  bilateral  calls with  specific  extra-European countries .

WEAVE: DE, BE (French -speaking  Comm.), LU, AT, PO, SI, SE, CH, (NL: pilot)
BILAT: e.g. BR, CN, CA, VN, ZA

In the European Research Area FWO participates  in several framework  programme initiatives  

FWO supports international collaboration  



FWO participation  in European Partnerships

FWO participates in co - funded partnerships and other relevant networks

Always clear link with EC work programmes

Within the partnerships, FWO focuses on the work streams related to the periodic calls for 
research funding . Involvement in other activities remains limited. 

Joint calls between (mainly) European funders, with EC co -fund

FWO selects o pen, external calls involving fundamental/strategic basic research

Decision to participate is taken by FWO’s board based on regional interest, added value of 
multilateral framework, local capacity , match to FWO’s operational scope , available budget



FWO is/will be engaged in 
19 large- scale European 
initiatives :

o 17co-funded European 
Partnerships

o 2 other collaborative 
networks (RIA: QuantERA , 
CSA: Transcan )

Flanders is represented in 
the other co -funded EPs via 
other actors (VLAIO, research 
centres)

Participation  in European Partnerships



FWO as partner = member of general assembly / board of funders

Per partnership FWO intends to contribute at least € 3.5M

participation in (at least) 5 joint transnational calls
per call aiming to fund FL partner(s) in 2- 3 projects

Applicants eligible for FWO-support in European partnerships :

universities and strategic research centres
performing fundamental or strategic basic research
costs for personnel, consumables and equipment fully covered; fixed rate for overhead costs
companies not eligible for support

FWO’s  participation  modalities



Joint participation  of FWO and  Polish  funding  
organisations  in European partnerships

Cluster 1

ERA4Health : NCBR

ERDERA : NCBR

OH AMR : NCN

PerMed: NCBR

BrainHealth : NCBR

[ TRANSCAN -4: NCBR ]

Cluster 2

RCH : NCN

STR : NCN

Cluster 4

RAMP: NCBR

[ QuantERA : NCBR, NCN ]

Cluster 5

DUT : NCBR

Cluster 6

Biodiversa + : NCN

SBEP : NCBR

Water4All : NCBR

FOREST : NCBR

FWO & Polish  funder(s) are jointly  involved in 15 European partnerships/ networks :



The European Biodiversity 
Partnership supporting excellent 
biodiversity research with an impact on 
policy and society.

FWO’s  participation  in Biodiversa +



Ambition to launch 6 joint transnational calls, each with a budget of around €40M

WP1: Promote and support research and 
innovation programmes across the ERA

Call 2021- 22 BiodivProtect 2022 - 23 BiodivMon 2023 - 24 BiodivNBS 2024 - 25 BiodivTransform

Call topic
Supporting protection of 
biodiversity & ecosystems 

across land & sea 

Improved transnat . monitoring of 
biodiversity & ecosystem change 

for science & society 

Nature-based solutions for 
biodiversity, human well -being 

& transformative change 

Biodiversity & 
Transformative Change 

Pre/full prop. 209 / 106 262 / 108 183 / 108 269 / 105

Funded  proj . 36 with  €44M 33 with  €46M 34  with  €40M * ONGOING * poss. 35

Pre/full prop. FWO 16 / 8 13 / 6 26 / 21 29 / 14

Funded  proj . FWO 4 with  €1M 5  with  €1.2M 5  with  €1.2M * ONGOING *

Joint proj . 
FWO & NCN

2 1 / * ONGOING *

All budgets are including  EC contributions



Joint projects FWO – NCN:

o 2021-22 BiodivProtect : Supporting the protection of biodiversity & ecosystems across land & sea

BiNatUr Bringing nature back – biodiversity -friendly nature -based solutions in cities
€1.4M / FI-FL -DE-PO -PT

ResPond Restoring and Managing Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services of Temporary Pond 
Landscapes
€1.2M / FL -MA-PO -ES

o 2022-23 BiodivMon : Improved transnational monitoring of biodiversity & ecosystem change for 
science & society

FunDive Monitoring and mapping fungal diversity for nature conservation
€3,7M / NO-PO -CZ-GR-IT-EE-ES-FL -HU-DE-PT-FR-FI-DK

WP1: Promote and support research and 
innovation programmes across the ERA



Goal: catalyst for more effective long -term conservation of 
temporary pond biodiversity & ecosystem services

ResPond will produce clear guidelines for temporary pond 
conservation, creation, and restoration, propose a regional 
conservation framework and organise a range of outreach 
activities. In the long run, this project aims to improve 
protection, reduce degradation, improve creation and 
restoration projects and improve the overall reputation of 
temporary ponds.

Example joint project FL - PO: ResPond



ERA Framework programme - people at FWO

We are happy to get in touch.

You can reach us via europe@fwo.be

Olivier Boehme – Coordinator Strategy and Policy Cell

Kristien Peeters – Science Policy Advisor

Toon Monbaliu – Advisor  European Programmes

mailto:Toon.Monbaliu@fwo.be
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