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The European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) drives innovation by supporting entrepreneurs, innovators and 
students across Europe to turn their best ideas into reality. For each major societal challenge, there is an ecosystem of partners, 
the EIT’s Innovation Communities, that creates and finds innovative solutions.

EUROPE’S ONE-STOP SHOP FOR INNOVATION

WE’RE PART OF EIT

https://eit.europa.eu/


We operate through a mission-led approach which puts improving outcomes for people and planet 
as the starting point for our work. Together with the priority areas they guide our collaborative efforts and endeavours.

,
.

We will make a material difference  to 
quality of life by enabling more consumers 
to have better choices through access to 
affordable, healthier products and 
actionable information.

We will scale a systems approach that enables 
the transition to sustainable agriculture 
practices, creates new opportunities for food 
waste and loss reduction, and play an active 
role in the circular food economy. 

We will improve food security and 
safety for consumers everywhere by 
enabling and establishing resilient and 
dependable digitally enabled food 
supply chains.

Regenerative agriculture Protein diversification Biotechnology

PRIORITY AREAS

OUR MISSIONS
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HEALTHIER LIVES
THROUGH FOOD

NET ZERO 
FOOD SYSTEM

FOOD SYSTEM
RESILIENCE



We've expanded our Partnership network from 130 in 2023 to over 
200 today. Beyond this core community, we collaborate with 1,000+ 
organizations through our funding, programs and services. 

433 organisations 
receiving funding 

in 2023 & 2024

27 organisations
in our Corporate 

Venturing services 

577 startups 
applied for the 
2024 cohorts

232 organisations 
in the EIT Food 

Partner network

Organisations per country (fewest to most)

OUR PARTNERS AND WIDER COMMUNITY



OUR ACTIVITIES

We work across multiple functions to achieve our missions.

We equip the brightest 

minds all over Europe 
and beyond, with skills 
and knowledge to create 

a sustainable food 
system.

EDUCATION

We guide and

accelerate food
innovation and focus
on inclusive systems

innovation, enabling
all people and places
to benefit.

We support 

innovative impactful 
entrepreneurs and 
startups to deliver 

new food innovations 
and businesses and 
connect them to 

large corporations.

We design 

activities to 
engage people 
so that they can 

become agents 
of change in the 
food system.

We build
institutional 
relationships and 
lead relevant policy 
discussions to 
drive the agrifood
innovation agenda
in Europe.

INNOVATION ENTREPRENEURSHIP PUBLIC AFFAIRSPUBLIC INSIGHTS 
AND ENGAGEMENT
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We supported 700+ impact-driven AgriFoodTech startups since 2018, 
delivering new food innovations and businesses across Europe

,
.

OUR ACTIVITIES – ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Entrepreneurship (link)

Market validation:
to launch a new venture based 

on a proven market need.

For aspiring entrepreneurs 
and researchers looking for:

6-month programme
50 teams/ cohort 

LAUNCH

Seedbed Incubator

Tech validation and business acceleration:
to drive the ultimate goal –

a successful market adoption 

For registered (pre-) seed startups 
with traction indicators looking for: 

2-3 month programme
60 startups / cohort

ACCELERATE

EIT Food
Accelerator Network

Commercial capabilities 
upscaling: 

for rapid growth

For impact-driven aspiring 
scaleups looking for:

Up to 3 years membership
30-40 startups/ cohort

SCALE

RisingFoodStars
Corporate 
venturing 
services (link)

Investment (link)

Facilitating corporate 
innovation by connecting 
world-leading industry 
with impactful agrifood 
startups.

Direct startup funding 
for most promising 
cohort startups and 
alumni.

https://entrepreneurship.eitfood.eu/alumni-spotlight-hai/
https://www.eitfood.eu/entrepreneurship/corporate-venturing
https://www.eitfood.eu/entrepreneurship/investment-opportunities
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HOW WE ENGAGE OUR COMMUNITY



EIT Food Think & Do Tanks overview

Protein Diversification Healthy Ageing Resilient Agriculture (upcoming)

• Overcoming barriers to 
innovation in the field of 
protein diversification.

• Driving food systems 
transformation through 
actionable insights and 
people power.

• Mainstreaming protein 
diversification for the benefit 
of people and planet. Find 
out more here

• Bridging the gap between 
research, 
policy, governments and 
community.

• Accelerating innovations that 
reshape lives and 
revolutionise healthy ageing.

• Three working groups: 
Dietary Strategies for 
Preventing Age Related NCDS, 
Enhancing Wellbeing through 
Microbiome Health, Targeted 
Approaches for Healthy 
Ageing.Find out more here

• Promoting resilient 
agriculture and ensuring food 
security are key for 
maintaining Europe’s global 
competitiveness

• Great opportunity to shape 
the future of research 
and innovation for FP10.

• Farmer centricity and 
engagement is fundamental 
to legitimacy and impact. 
Collaboration is key to ensure 
we hear all the sector voices.

• To launch in Q4 2025.

8 IMPROVING FOOD TOGETHER

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/eit-food-protein-diversification-think-tank
https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/eit-food-protein-diversification-think-tank
https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/eit-food-healthy-ageing-think-tank#:~:text=EIT%20Food%20Healthy%20Ageing%20Think%20%26%20Do%20Tank%20is%20an%20independent,Mission%201%20%E2%80%9CHealthier%20Lives%20through


The Consumer Observatory is an alliance of researchers, marketing and business 
professionals delivering consumer insights that promote healthier lives, the transition 
to a net-zero food system and greater food security. 

EIT Food Consumer Observatory

And more...



Multi-stakeholder

Regenerative Innovation Portfolio

• It takes a landscape-level 
approach to adapt to local social, 
economic and environmental 
conditions. The landscapes are 
brought together within the 
portfolio as a learning network. 

CONCEPT

• Regenerative agriculture can increase 
biodiversity, enrich soils, improve 
watersheds, and enhances ecosystem 
services.

• Farmers can benefit from a diversified 
income and increased resilience to 
extreme weather events and climate 
change.

• Scale regenerative agriculture by building 
on EIT Food’s experience across multiple 
landscapes in Europe.

• Leveraging public/private funding to 
maximise impact and multiply investments.

• Share knowledge and shape the future of 
regenerative food systems.

WHY REGEN AG? WHY JOIN?

Pre-competitiveCo-financed

The Regenerative Innovation Portfolio is a European coalition with EIT Food, Foodvalley and the 
Food Innovation Hub of the World Economic Forum, to bring regenerative agriculture to scale.
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Multi-stakeholder

Biotechnology Portfolio in Agrifood

• A co-financed, co-created pre-
competitive, multi-stakeholder 
initiative launched by EIT Food

• Leveraging public/private funding 
to address some of the biggest 
challenges facing the agrifood 
industry today

WHAT IS A PORTFOLIO?

• The EU called for a EU Biotech Act to be 
deployed by 2025

• Biotechnology will positively impact up to 

40% of all food products by 2030

• Aligned with our Protein Diversification 
Think Tank & Advanced Biotech for 
Sustainability reports

• Solve biotechnology innovation 
needs and challenges with agrifood 
industry peers

• Leverage public private funding to 
maximise impact

• Be part of a thriving community, 
poised to lead biotech in Europe

• Connect with partners across the 
ecosystem through the Biotech 
Alliance 

• Support or develop the 
breakthrough biotech innovations 
by investing in the biotech portfolio

WHY BIOTECH? WHY JOIN?

Pre-competitiveCo-financed

Europe stands at a pivotal moment. We can lead the global food biotech revolution through coordinated 
action and strategic investment. 
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The EU Skills Academies address critical skills needs within the agri-food sector, attract talent to the sector, strengthen 

industry and learning collaboration, and facilitate the transition to a dynamic, resilient, socially just and economically 

viable food system, bringing both competitiveness and sustainability into the heart of key sectors. 

TWO ACADEMIES TO SHAPE TWO SECTORS

,
.

Skilling talent to lead innovation in food 
biotech

With food biotech being one of the 
industrial priority areas of the new EC, the 
Academy  focuses on addressing the skills 
needs and talent shortages that are 
projected to increase in the coming years 
as the sector will grow.

Developing talent to spearhead the 
agricultural transition

To ensure a sustainable and competitive 
agricultural sector, the Academy focusses 
on the skills to enhance resilience, 
including regenerative practices, and 
attract skilled talent to the sector to 
combat ageing.

RESILIENT AGRICULTUREBIOTECHNOLOGY
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PRINCIPLES OF THE ACADEMIES

Each Academy is strongly 
aligned with EIT Food’s Missions 
and the respective Think and Do 
Tanks. They support the 
sectoral Pact for Skills and link 
up with other initiatives.

CONNECTING THE DOTS…

Each Academy is addressing 
specific skills gaps, aligned with 
policy priorities and industry 
needs  resulting in 
demonstrable changes in the 
sector through a more robust 
workforce.

FOCUSSED…

The Academies are driven and 
supported by a strong cross-
sector alliance of industry 
partners, producers, knowledge 
and education partners, and 
policy stakeholders.

COLLABORATIVE…

Once the skills gap has started 
to close and the education 
training system has adopted 
their curriculum to the needs, 
the Academy will phase out, 
probably after 5-7 years.

TIME-BOUND…

The Academies employ a holistic approach that 
empowers individuals and groups understand the 
complexities of the food system and strengthens 
their sense of agency. This also entails collaboration 
among specific stakeholders and supportive policies 
and market mechanisms.

BY THE SECTOR FOR THE SECTOR…
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EIT Food hosts its annual flagship summit Next Bite.

EIT Food’s flagship summit, Next Bite, is held annually to inspire, 
connect, and enhance the experience of both EIT Food community 
members and external participants. In 2024, we've had over 900 
participants at the event held in Rome.

This summit convenes gamechangers in food systems transformation 
to address critical challenges through policy dialogue, new 
developments, and innovative solutions to complex problems.

Next Bite offers participants a thorough overview of upcoming 
innovations, trends, policies, and leaders in the agrifoodtech space 
allowing each stakeholder to be part of the movement to create a 
future-fit food system. The summit fosters the exchange of 
knowledge and ideas, showcasing cutting-edge innovations and 
sustainable practices that contribute to a more resilient and 
efficient food system.

Next Bite takes place annually in mid-October and it rotates regions. 
Upcoming editions: West in Brussels on 15-16 October 2025,
North & East in 2026 and South in 2027.

Our key event

Our regional events

Through the year, EIT Food also hosts and co-hosts a number of regional 
events in various countries.

We have an annual portfolio that reflects a balanced mix of different types of 
events that contribute to advancing EIT Food’s strategic goals.

Check www.eitfood.eu/events to stay updated on our upcoming events.
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http://www.eitfood.eu/events


Find out more at www.eitfood.eu

Follow EIT Food on social media

IMPROVING FOOD TOGETHER
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http://www.eitfood.eu/
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